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Proceedings

On February  19,   1981,   the  complainants   filed discrimination
complaints    with the Secretary of Labor   (MSHA) ,   against "the respondent
pursuant  to  section 105 (a)   of the Federal Mine Safety and Health Act
of 1977,   claiming that the respondent had discriminated against them
by issuing two  letters concerning an accident which had  occurred on mine
property.     Both complainants were involved  in  the  accident,   and the
letters advised them that  should such an accident  be repeated,   the
respondent company would  take "necessary disciplinary  steps  appropriate
with the accident"  against  them.     Subsequently,   on May  8,   1981, MSHA
advised the complainants  that upon completion of  an investigation concerning
their complaints         MSHA determined that violations of  section 105 (c)
had not occurred,     Complainants were  advised that   if   they  disagreed
with MSHA1 s  disposition of  their  complaints,   they were   free  to file
complaints on  their own behalf with this  Commission.     Complainants
subsequently filed their  complaints pro  se with  the Commission on June  3,   1981,
and subsequently  retained counsel to  represent them.

The letters which prompted the complaints of discrimination are
dated January  2,   1981,   are addressed  to the complainants  at  their
residences,   and are signed by  respondent's  Safety Director,  P.  R,   Belculfine.
The  content  of both letters  are  identical,   and  they state as  follows
(Exhibit R-2):                                                                                                 :
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